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37th Annual Conference of Academia Europaea
15th Conference of the Young Academy of Europe

@ 12-16 October 2026

DAY 0/ Monday 12 October 2026

12:30-14:30 Academia Europaea Hubs’ meeting
Special Event Organised by the Academia Europaea
Budapest Knowledge HUB
AE Hubs Directors and staff members are invited to introduce their
current activities, strategic goals and plans for the future.
In addition to the Hubs presentations a representative of the
Translational European-Asian Network (TEA-NET) will also give an
introduction.
The main aim of the meeting is to foster a discussion about potential
cooperation and collaboration and share common challenges and
good practices.
Venue: Hungarian Academy of Sciences (MTA)

14:30-15:00 Coffee Break

15:00-17:00 Presentation of “From Knowledge to Action” projects
Each project will have the opportunity to be presented in a short, 10-
15-minute presentation. Highlights of key initiatives and impact-driven
projects will be showcased.

Preliminary list of presentations:

1. Istvan Hatvani and Virgil Dragusin: /sotope hydrological data
in supporting the sustainable management of the thermal
aquifer at Baile Herculane, Romania;

2. Katalin Solymosi: Empowering young scientists as
stakeholders in university decision-making;

3. Eniké Németh T.: Developing a Linguistic-Based Fake News
Screener in the Field of Healthcare;

4. Eszter Novak-Gselmann: Empowering women in science in
the Danube Region;

5. Zsofia Németh: Investigating the Effect of Social Support on
Health-Promoting Behaviors among European Citizens

6. Katalin Solymosi: Strengthening Participation of Widening
Countries in EU R&I Programmes

7. Bertalan Tordai: Changes in the prevalence of cardiovascular
risk factors among immigrants in the EU: The role of
sociocultural and demographic factors


https://www.google.hu/maps/place/Hungarian+Academy+of+Sciences/@47.5010726,19.0438865,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x4741dc15e9640d91:0x38b9a91ec78416f4!8m2!3d47.501069!4d19.0464614!16s%2Fg%2F1yp1b91h2?entry=tts&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDMyMy4xIPu8ASoASAFQAw%3D%3D&skid=c66bf759-518a-490a-8179-cec55f36828d
https://hun-ren.hu/building-bridges-2026/
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8. Tiinde Szalay-Frank: Investigating the incidence of
cardiovascular diseases in EU healthcare workers
9. Dezs6 Csupor: Hidden Risks: Anticholinergic Burden and

Inappropriate Medication Use in Elderly.
Venue: Hungarian Academy of Sciences (MTA)

15:00-17:00 Science-Driven Transformation of Educational Quality: From
Systemic Inequality to Evidence-Based Practice - Workshop

The central aim of this symposium is to advance the quality of
education at both macro and micro levels, grounded in the well-
established understanding that both educational inequalities and the
“one-size-fits-all” approach hinder student achievement and system
effectiveness.

Presenters:
Prof. Mari-Pauliina Vainikainen (Tampere University, Finland)
Prof. Gyongyvér Molnar (University of Szeged)

Venue: Hungarian Academy of Sciences (MTA)

17:30-19:30 Meeting Of The Board Of Trustees of Academia Europaea
(closed session)

Venue: HUN-REN Head Office
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DAY 1/ Tuesday 13 October 2026

Registration
Venue: Balna (Whale Event Center)

INTERNAL MEETINGS'

9:00-13:00 Class A1 -Humanities and Arts (P4lffy Room)

8:00-9:00

Class A2 - Social and Related Sciences (Hunyadi Room)
Class B - Exact Sciences (Agghazi Room)
Class C - Life Sciences (Hadik Room)

Young Academy of Europe (Alvinczy Room)

10:00-11:30 SAPEA Board Meeting (closed session)
13:00-14:00 Lunch Break
14:00-16:00 Class A1 - Humanities and Arts (Palffy Room)
Class A2 - Social and Related Sciences (Hunyadi Room)
Class B - Exact Sciences (Agghazi Room)
Class C - Life Sciences (Hadik Room)
Young Academy of Europe (Alvinczy Room)
16:00-16:30 Coffee Break
16.30-17:15 Special Lecture from the Academia Europaea College of

Excellence by Prof. Dame Linda J. Colley:

Edward Gibbon, Ancient Rome, and Modern De-Colonization
Chair: Prof. Bjorn Wittrock, MAE, Director of the College of
Excellence and Chair of Class A2 (Zrinyi Room)

1 The program of the Class meetings is detailed on page 10.

w
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17:15-17:40 Technical Break

Academia Europaea Annual General Meeting
17:40-19:40

(Zrinyi Room)

19:40-21:00 Opening of the Conference and Welcome Reception
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Day 2/Wednesday 14 October 2026

PLENARY CONFERENCE

Registration
Venue: Balna (Whale Event Center)

8:30-9:00

9:00-10:00 Opening of the Plenary Conference

Prof. Donald Dingwell, MAE, President of Academia Europaea
Prof. Balazs Gulyas, MAE, President of HUN-REN

Special Keynote Lecture: Prof. Konstantin Novoselov, Nobel
Prize in Physics 2010, MAE (Zrinyi Room)

10:00-11:00 SAPEA Event (Zrinyi Room)

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break

EXACT SCIENCES PLENARY SESSION

11:30-13:30 Earth’s Pulse: Science for a Sustainable Future
Chair: Prof Paolo Papale, MAE
Prof. Sierd Cloetingh, MAE, former President of AE
“Coupled Systems: The Deep Earth and the Surface Crisis”

Prof. Stefan Hell, Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2014, MAE
“Molecule-scale resolution and dynamics in fluorescence
microscopy”

Third speaker - TBC

(Zrinyi Room)

13:30-14:30 Lunch Break
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LIFE SCIENCES PLENARY SESSION

14:30-17:00 Academia Europaea Sydney Brenner Medal 2026 Lecture

Prof. Meritxell Huch, Max Planck Institute of Molecular Cell
Biology and Genetics: ,,Organoid models and their applications
in biomedical research”

Chair: Prof Eva Kondorosi, MAE

Prof. Paul Schulze-Lefert
,» The Plant Microbiome - from Structure to Function”

Prof. Irene Tracey, MAE, TBC
(Zrinyi Room)
17:00-17:30 Coffee Break

Welcome to New Members of Academia Europaea
17:30-18:30 o
(Zrinyi Room)

19:00-21:00 President's Dinner
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Day 3/Thursday 15 October 2026

PLENARY CONFERENCE

Registration

8:30-9:00 Venue: Balna (Whale Event Center)

Special Lecture of AE Task Force Environment, Climate,
9:00-9:30 Sustainability

(Zrinyi Room)

Academia Europaea Erasmus Medal 2026 Lecture

9:30-10:30 (Zrinyi Room)

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break

SOCIAL AND RELATED SCIENCES PLENARY SESSION

11:00-13:00 Chair: Prof Bjorn Wittrock, MAE

Professor Stein Kuhnle (MAE)
Survival of the Welfare State?
Professor Hans Joas (MAE)
Universalism without Imperialism?
Third Speaker - TBC

(Zrinyi Room)

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break

HUMANITIES AND ARTS PLENARY SESSION

14:00-16:00 Chair: Prof Genoveva Marti, MAE
Pandemics and epidemics - an interdisciplinary debate
Prof. Aditi Lahiri MAE, Class A1
Prof. Amélia Polonia, MAE, Class A1
Prof. Eors Szathmary, MAE, Class C
(Zrinyi Room)
16:00-16:30 Coffee Break

~N
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16:30-17:10 André Mischke Prize Lecture, Young Academy of Europe
Prof. Dr. leva Plikusiene, Vilnius University, Faculty of
Chemistry and Geosciences: "From Physical Chemistry to
Science Policy: A Path to Influence Through Interdisciplinarity”
(Zrinyi Room)

Panel Discussion on Al organised by the Young Academy
of Europe (Zrinyi Room)

18:10-18:30 Closing of the Conference

17:10-18:10
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Day 4/Friday 16 October 2026

CULTURAL PROGRAMME

Guided Tour and Visit of the Building of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences History and Art Collection (Budapest)

Visit the Historical Building of the House of Parliament in Hungary (Budapest)

Rdékusfalvy Estate — Buffet Lunch, followed by a Wine Tasting combined with an
Estate Tour (Departure for Etyek 25 km from Budapest).

Danube River Cruise with Dinner (optional) (Budapest)

The program organizers reserve the right to change the program.
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DAY 1/ Tuesday 13 October 2026

INTERNAL MEETINGS - CLASS MEETINGS

9:00-13:00 Class A1 - Humanities and Arts (Palffy Room)

Intro by Class Chair & New Member Presentations

9:00-13:00 Class A2 - Social and Related Sciences (Hunyadi
Room)

11:00-13:00 Session on Democracy: Analyses and
Reflections in Times of Uncertainty

Chair: Chris Hann, MAE (Max Planck Institute for Social
Anthropology, Halle)

Ayse Zarakol, MAE (University of Cambridge)

Attila Melegh, MAE (Corvinus University of Budapest,
Demographic Research Institute, Budapest)

Beate Rossler, MAE (University of Amsterdam)
Antoine Vauchez, MAE (Université Paris 1-Sorbonne)

Peter Wagner, MAE (Catalan Institute for Research and
Advanced Studies, Barcelona)

Further details to follow

9:00-13:00 Class B - Exact Sciences (Agghazi Room)

Intro by Class Chair & New Member Presentations

10
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Class C - Life Sciences (Hadik Room)

Intro by Class Chair & New Member Presentations
Young Academy of Europe (Alvinczy Room)

Further details to follow

Lunch Break

Class A1 - Humanities and Arts (Palffy or Hunyadi
Room, TBC)

Towards European Digital Sovereignty (joint session with

Class A2)

Chair: Géran Bolin
Panel: From Class A2: Jonathan White and Poul F. Kjaer
From Class A1: Franc¢ois Heinderyckx and Robin Mansell.

Class A2 - Social and Related Sciences (Palffy or
Hunyadi Room, TBC)

Towards European Digital Sovereignty (joint session with

Class A1)

Chair: Géran Bolin
Panel: From Class A2: Jonathan White and Poul F. Kjaer
From Class A1: Francois Heinderyckx and Robin Mansell.

11
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Class B - Exact Sciences (Agghazi Room)
Workshop on "The Future of Exoplanet Science"
13:55-14:00 Welcome & Intro: Valerio Acocella, Kevin Heng

14:00 - 14:30 Don Pollacco, MAE (Univ. of Warwick): Detecting
Exoplanets

14:30 - 15:00 Kevin Heng, MAE (LMU Munich): The
Atmospheres of Exoplanets

15:00 - 15:30 Fabrice Gaillard, MAE (CNRS - Orleans):
Geoastronomy

15:30-16:00 Panel: The Future of Exoplanet Science

Class C - Life Sciences (Hadik Room)

Gianni Liti (Université Céte d'Azur, CNRS): ,,Budding yeast:
origin, evolution and domestication”

Tim Clausen (IPM Vienna Biocenter) "The Ubiquitin Big Bang and
the Dark Side of Cell-Autonomous Defence"”

Andrea Varrone (Karolinska Institutet) ,,New PET radioligands
for in vivo imaging of brain pathology in patients with
synucleinopathies”

Helge Bruelheide (Martin Luther University Halle) "Leveraging

big fine-scale vegetation data for understanding global plant
diversity patterns”

Young Academy of Europe (Alvinczy Room)

Further details to follow
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